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(54) Alarm of a telecommunications terminal connected to a LAN 



(57) It is advantageously taken profit of the fact that 
before any supply of remote power to a telecommunica- 
tions terminal connected to a local area network, the 
Ethemet equipment must recognize the power class of 
said terminal by measuring a specific electrical signa- 
ture of said terminal via their interconnection. In the case 
said Ethernet equipment will stand in a situation unable 
to supply the required power, then it will send a specific 



signal via said interconnection which will activate an 
alarm on said terminal. The possibility to be alerted by 
a specific alarm from said terminal in the case no remote 
power can be supplied to it, will advantageously inform 
the user of that terminal about the powering situation. 
This will prevent any confusion about the reason of a 
wrong running of that terminal and may allow to look for 
an alternative. 
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Description 

[0001 ] The present invention relates generally to a da- 
ta processing local area network LAN, for example an 
Ethernet network. To be more precise, the Invention re- 
lates to a method of providing a signal to a terminal in a 
LAN as set forth in the preamble of claim 1 , a terminal 
adapted to implement this method and an Ethemet 
equipment as set forth respectively in the preamble of 
claim 6 and 10. 

[0002] The growth of the Internet and similar local and 
wide area networks (LAN and metropolitan ones) based 
on Ethernet technology has created a potential market 
for telecommunications systems to be connected direct- 
ly to such networks. A typical Ethernet connection to an 
office location with a telecommunications system is usu- 
ally based on the use of half of the 8 wires of a line L 
separated in two unshielded twisted pair of wires giving 
- one pair for transmission Tx, one for reception Rx. The 
transmission pair is dedicated to send packets of data 
over the Ethernet connection; the reception pair re- 
ceives packets of data over the Ethemet connection. 
The four other wires are usually not used for data trans- 
mission. 

[0003] On the IEEE forum 802.3 (Ethernet) was set a 
subgroup 802.3af dealing with remote powering of data 
terminal equipment DTE connected to an Ethernet in- 
terface i.e. a DTE powered by a media dependent inter- 
face MDI. 

[0004] There is discussed the possibilities and feasi- 
bility to remotely power a terminal via center taps using 
two pairs of wires of the line L as conductors of a phan- 
tom circuit. Particularly in US6,11 5,468 is disclosed an 
Ethernet device power transmission system providing 
electrical power to telecommunications terminals such 
as Ethernet telephones and related equipment over a 
4-wire Ethernet connection. This is achieved without the 
need for rewiring premises having an existing 4-wire 
Ethernet system. This system includes an input trans- 
former, an output transformer and a pair of twisted pair 
conductors. The input transformer includes a pair of pri- 
maries for connection to a source of Ethernet data. The 
input transformer also Includes a pair of secondaries, 
each having a center-tap. A first twisted pair conductor 
is connected across the first secondary, a second twist- 
ed pair conductor is connected across the second sec- 
ondary and a DC-bias is provided between the respec- 
tive center taps of the first and second secondaries. At 
the local end, the output transformer includes a first and 
second center-tapped primary and a first and second 
secondary for connection to the load device. The first 
and second primary center taps are connected to a pow- 
er processor for extraction of DC power. 
[0005] In EP1 100226 is disclosed a more specific 
method of providing a remote power feed to a telecom- 
munications terminal over an Ethemet connection. Pre- 
viously sending a power supply current over that con- 
nection, at least one detection signal on at least two con- 



ductors of that connection is fed for detecting the pres- 
ence of a telecommunications terminal adapted to re- 
ceive a remote power feed. Applying such method shall 
prevent all risk to such terminal because the remote 

5 power feed current is sent only if the terminal has been 
identified as one which is adapted to receive a remote 
power feed. The intensity and duration of the detection 
signal are chosen so that the operation of detecting the 
terminal cannot cause any damage If it is not one which 

10 is adapted to receive a remote power fed. 

[0006] The detection signal characterizing said DTE 
is defined by a signature usually an impedance of a pre- 
defined value connected to the two center taps of the 
transformers to which the two pairs of wires are connect- 

15 ed. On the above cited IEEE forum are set values of 
Impedance for each different power class of terminals 
to be connected to a LAN. In case said DTE is connected 
to the LAN via a RJ-45 connector i.e. via a line L made 
of two couples of two pairs of wires, then the same im- 

20 pedance is also connected to the two center taps of the 
transformer to which the two pairs of the other couple 
are connected. After the correct recognition of the power 
class of the DTE, the required power supply will be ap- 
plied on one or both of the two couples of two pairs of 

25 wires used possibly as conductors of a phantom circuit. 
Moreover, the DTE contains two detectors each one 
connected at the two center taps corresponding to a 
couple of two pairs of wires. These detectors measure 
the corresponding voltage present at the respective two 

30 center taps. When such measure exceeds a predefined 
value then they activate a respective switch letting said 
power supply remotely powering said DTE. 
[0007] A problem will appear when the required power 
for a specific terminal can not be supplied by any Eth- 

35 emet equipment coupled to said DTE via said line. This 
may occur when the power class of the DTE will exceed 
the maximum power which can be supplied by the cor- 
responding Ethemet equipment. In that case, no power 
at all will be supplied to this DTE. And the user of such 

40 DTE will not be aware about the origin of the power sup- 
ply problem. He/she may believe of a breakdown of its 
terminal or the line. 

[0008] It is an object of the present invention to devel- 
op a method and a terminal which will give a possibility 
45 for the user of such telecommunications terminal to rec- 
ognize the situation when no remote power can be sup- 
plied to such terminal. 

[0009] This object is attained by a method of providing 
a signal to a terminal in a local area network as claimed 
50 in claim 1 , a terminal adapted to performed such method 
and an Ethernet equipment as claimed respectively in 
claim 6 and 10. 

[001 0] It is advantageously taken profit of the fact that 
before any supply of remote power to a telecommunica- 
55 tions terminal connected to a local area network, the 
Ethernet equipment must recognize the power class of 
said terminal by measuring a specific electrical signa- 
ture of said terminal via their interconnection. In the case 
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said Ethernet equipment will stand in a situation unable 
to supply the required power, then it will send a specific 
signal via said interconnection which will activate an 
alarm on said terminal. 

[001 1 ] The possibility to be alerted by a specific alarm 
from said terminal in the case no remote power can be 
supplied to It, will advantageously inform the user of that 
terminal about the powering situation. This will prevent 
any confusion about the reason of a wrong running of 
that terminal and may allow to look for an alternative. 
[0012] Further advantageous features of the inven- 
tion are defined in the dependent claims and will be- 
come apparent from the following description and the 
drawings. 

[001 3] Two embodiments of the invention will now be 
explained in more details with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a schematic view of a terminal connected 
via a line L to some power supply equipment; 

Fig. 2 is a schematic view of a terminal according 
to a first embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 3 is a schematic view of a terminal according 
to a second embodiment of the invention. 

[001 4] Figure 1 is a schematic view of a terminal DTE, 
usually a telecommunications terminal like an IP-phone 
connected to a local area network via a line L. Such ter- 
minal DTE which can be remotely powered is then cou- 
pled via L to some Ethernet equipment 3. Said terminal 
DTE will be remotely powered by some remote power 
feed unit 31 possibly located in such Ethernet equip- 
ment 3 being a switch, a concentrator or a repeater (also 
known as a hub). Latter is then used to supply or transfer 
remotely some power to said terminal DTE. 
[001 5] A line L, typically. Is made of 8 wires divided in 
two couples of two pairs of wires Pp+, Pp-; Pa+, Pa-. 
One Pp+, Pp- of the two couples is used for data transfer 
between the LAN and said terminal DTE. For example, 
a pair Pp+ is used to send data from the LAN i.e. from 
the Ethernet equipment 3 towards Rx* the terminal DTE. 
And the other pair Pp- of wires from this couple is used 
to send data from the terminal DTE towards Tx' the LAN. 
The other couple of the two pairs Pa+, Pa- of wires which 
are connected at Ethernet equipment 3 side to some 
units not shown on the figure 1 may be let unused. 
[0016] In figure 1 , the remote power feed is provided 
via a common mode phantom circuit. Each pair of wires 
of the used couple Pp+, Pp- are connected to some 
transformer 33, 34 of a center tap transformer 32 from 
said Ethernet equipment 3 and on the terminal DTE side 
to some transformer 23, 24 respectively of a center tap 
transformer 22. Power supply for remotely powering 
said terminal DTE will be applied by said power feed unit 
31 at center taps 35, 36 of the used transformer 33, 34. 
This supply power will be collected by some collector 21 



in the terminal DTE at center taps 25, 26 of the respec- 
tive transformer 23, 24 from its center tap transformer 
22. And the couple of pairs of wires Pp+ and Pp- will 
then be used as conductors of a phantom circuit. 

5 [0017] Thepowerfeedunit31 is adapted to detect the 
presence of a terminal being able to be remotely pow- 
ered. This is performed by sending some signal allowing 
to recognize some electrical signature usually an imped- 
ance 20 connected to the center taps 25, 26 of the trans- 

10 former 23, 24 of the terminal specific for such terminal. 
The value of the measured impedance 20 will then de- 
fine the amount of power required by said terminal DTE 
to be supplied by said power feed unit 31 . 
[0018] In a variant, the power feed unit 31 and the 

15 center tap transformer 32 can be in a separate module 
and completely independent of the Ethernet equipment 
3, that module being simply inserted into the line L. 
[0019] In figure 2 and 3 are shown schematically the 
interface of a terminal DTE to the line L according to two 

20 different embodiments of the invention. In both embod- 
iments, the terminal DTE is connected in a same way to 
the line L via the transformers 23, 24 to which are con- 
nected the couple of pairs Pp+, Pp- of wires. The im- 
pedance 20 is connected in parallel to a rectifier bridge 

25 27 connected itself to the two center taps 25, 26 of the 
transformer 23. 24 of the terminal center tap transformer 
22. A switch 29 is connected after the rectifier bridge 27 
and before the collector 21 (not shown on the figure 2 
and 3) to allow to disconnect that collector 21 from the 

30 phantom circuit. Said switch 29 is controlled 40 by some 
detector 28 connected to the terminals of the rectifier 
bridge 27. That detector analyzes the power present on 
the line L and accordingly activates or inhibits 40 the 
switch 29. 

35 [0020] The switch 29 shall stay in an open stage when 
no adequate remote powering is present on the line L. 
Indeed, when the Ethernet equipment 3 sends some 
signals to measure the electrical signature of said ter- 
minal DTE, the switch 29 being open will hide the col- 

40 lector 21 so to allow a sure a rapid measurement of the 
corresponding impedance 20. Therefore, it is possible 
to set up the detector 28 to keep the switch 29 in an 
open stage In any case when the power present on the 
phantom circuit is lower than a predefined value - 

45 threshold voltage - corresponding to a correct remote 
powering of said terminal DTE. As soon as the power 
exceeds said threshold voltage, the detector 28 will then 
activate 40 the switch 29 to allow the collector 21 to re- 
ceive the power required for a correct running of said 

50 terminal DTE. 

[0021 ] According to the present invention. In case the 
Ethernet equipment 3 is unable to supply the required 
power for that terminal DTE, it will send some specific 
signal via the same phantom circuit to alert said terminal 

55 DTE about the situation. This signal is performed by 
some electrical circuit, possibly the same which had 
send before some recognition signal to said terminal 
DTE via the line L as a measure of said electrical signa- 



5 



EP 1 303 078 A1 



6 



ture 20. The alert signal will then notify to said ternfiinal 
DTE of the incapacity to be remotely powered. 
[0022] The terminal DTE according to the present in- 
vention will be able to detect such alert signal using 
some detector 45, 46. In a first embodiment according 
to the invention, this alert signal is sent using an alter- 
nating voltage over a short time. This alternating signal 
after being rectified by the rectifier bridge 27, must give 
a direct voltage low enough not to be mix up by the de- 
tector 28 as a remote powering. Such signal will be de- 
tected by a detector 45 connected in parallel to the im- 
pedance 20 as shown in figure 2. 
[0023] In a second embodiment according to the in- 
vention, this alert signal is sent using a direct voltage. 
The voltage value will be greater as the one used to rec- 
ognize the impedance 20 but lower than the one for a 
remote powering of said terminal DTE. Such signal can 
be detected by the detector 28 or a further detector 46 
connected to said detector 28 as shown in figure 3. 
[0024] In both cases, the alert signal when detected 
by the respective detector 45, 46 will activates some 
alarm. This alarm can be of the kind of an activated 
buzzer or the flashing of some light like a LED or even 
the notification of some message on a display of said 
terminal DTE. In any case, the chosen alarm must be 
easily recognizable by the user of said terminal DTE as 
being a specified alarm when a remote powering of the 
terminal via the line L is not possible. In that case, the 
user may be in a possibility to look for alternatives like 
to find another power supply (local one) or another ter- 
minal. Advantageously, the user will not be confused in 
believing that its terminal is broken and be accordingly 
fully informed about the reason of the wrong running. 
[0025] In the case that the terminal DTE may be pos- 
sibly alternatively powered via a local supply i.e. not us- 
ing any remote powering via the line L, then such local 
powering can be used to run the alarm after detection 
of the alert signal. This will then allow to use some alarm 
which are more power demanding like displaying some 
more complex message informing the user of the impos- 
sibility to let remotely powering Its terminal DTE. 



Claims 

1 . Method of providing a signal to a terminal (DTE) in 
a local area network LAN, said terminal (DTE) being 
connected to an Ethernet equipment (3) of said LAN 
via a line (L) including two pairs of wires (Pp+, Pp-), 
each pair being respectively coupled to transform- 
ers (23, 24) of a center tap transformer (22) of said 
terminal (DTE), such that on one (Pp+) of said pairs 
data will be send from a center tap transformer (32) 
of said Ethernet equipment (3) to said center tap 
transformer (22) of said terminal (DTE) and on the 
other one (Pp-) data will be send in the opposite di- 
rection, and each pair of wires (Pp+, Pp-) being pos- 
sibly used as conductors of a phantom circuit, while 



a signal will be send by said Ethernet equip- 
ment for a recognition of an electrical signature (20) 
specifying a power class of said terminal (DTE) at 
which it shall be remotely powered by said Ethemet 

5 equipment (3) 

characterized in, that 

when said Ethernet equipment (3) will be un- 
able to supply the required power for said terminal 
(DTE), then said Ethernet equipment (3) will send 

10 via said line (L) a specific signal notifying to said 
terminal (DTE) of the incapacity to be remotely pow- 
ered. 

2. Method of providing a signal according to claim 1 
15 characterized in, that said specific signal will acti- 
vate some alarm of said terminal (DTE). 

3. Method of providing a signal according to claim 1 
characterized in, that said signal is detected by a 

20 detector (45, 46) connected at center taps (25, 26) 
of the respective transformers (23, 24) of the termi- 
nal center tap transformer (22), said detector (45, 
46) activating said alarm after recognizing said sig- 
nal. 

25 

4. Method of providing a signal according to one of the 
claim 1 to 3 characterized in, that said signal is an 
alternating one which activates a detector (45) con- 
nected in parallel to said electrical signature (20). 

30 

5. Method of providing a signal according to one of the 
claim 1 to 3 characterized in, that said signal is a 
direct one which activates a detector (46) connect- 
ed at the terminals of a rectifier bridge (27) which is 

35 itself connected at the two center taps (25, 26) of 
the transformer (23, 24) of the terminal center tap 
transformer (22), 

6. Terminal (DTE) adapted to be connected to a local 
40 area network LAN and to receive remote power sup- 
ply via the same line (L) including two pairs of wires 
(Pp+, Pp-), each pair being respectively coupled to 
transformers (23, 24) of a center tap transformer 
(22) of said terminal (DTE) and being possibly used 

45 as conductors of a phantom circuit, and said termi- 
nal (DTE) comprising an electrical signature (20) 
connected at two center taps (25, 26) of the trans- 
formers (23, 24) of the terminal center tap trans- 
former (22), while said electrical signature (20) is to 

50 be recognized by an Ethernet equipment (3) via 
said line (L) as a specification of the power class of 
said terminal (DTE) at which it shall be remotely 
powered, characterized in, that said terminal 
(DTE) contains a detector (45, 46) coupled to said 

55 two center taps (25, 26) able to recognize a specific 
signal transmitted via said line (L) and notifying to 
said terminal (DTE) of the incapacity to be remotely 
powered. 
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7. Terminal according to claim 6, characterized in, 
that said detector (45, 46) is coupled to some alarm 
which is activated when recognizing said specific 
signal. 

5 

8. Terminal according to ciaim 6, characterized in, 
that said detector (45) is connected in parallel to 
said electrical signature (20) allowing to detect said 
specific signal being an alternating one. 

10 

9. Terminal according to claim 6. characterized in, 
that said detector (46) is connected at the terminals 
of a rectifier bridge (27) connected at said two cent- 
er taps (25, 26) allowing to detect said specific sig- 
nal being a direct one. is 

10. Ethernet equipment (3) of a local area network LAN 
with a center tap transformer (32) connected via a 
line (L) including two pairs of wires (Pp+, Pp-) to a 
center tap transformer (22) of another Ethemet 20 
equipment like a switch, a hub or a terminal (DTE) 

of said LAN, while said Ethernet equipment (3) con- 
tains an electrical circuit connected to two center 
taps (35, 36) of the transformers (33, 34) of said Eth- 
ernet equipment center tap transformer (32), said 2S 
electrical circuit being able to send a recognition 
signal to said terminal (DTE) via the line (L) as a 
measure of an electrical signature (20) specifying a 
power class of said terminal (DTE) at which it shall 
be remotely powered, characterized in, that said 30 
Ethernet equipment (3) contains means coupled to 
said electrical circuit able to send a specific signal 
via said line (L) notifying to said terminal (DTE) of 
the incapacity to be remotely powered, said signal 
being send when said Ethernet equipment (3) will 35 
be unable to supply the required power. 
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